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ILLINOIS CHAPTER CHARTER

Be it known by these presents that we
the undersigned hereby petition National
Corvette Restorers Society Inc. to formally
apply for a chapter charter hereinafter
known as Nlinois Chapter NC.RS. lnf:. "

The Hinois Chapter's goals objectives,
and activities will parallel those of the
National Organization.

Al signatures here set upon are

i i he
embers in good standing of the
l\nl'ational Corvette Restorers Society Inc.,

ith their signature fon:ma_lly
becandom;hmembers of the Hlllinois CI;Ve':pter
Inc, as of the 21st day of May,

A- D-, 1978 -

Thanks to Linda (Strohm) Dunlap for preserving this charter.




Thoughts from the Chairperson
Chairman’s Message:

1 would like to congratulate every member of the ILNCRS organization, as
this is our 45" Year! It is so hard to believe that our chapter was started 45 years
ago. | would also like to mention, we still have many of the original members!
The lllinois Chapter’s dedication to this club speaks for itself! Our members are
the best! | would also like to thank Mike Piecyk for helping to honor this
occasion. Mike designed the license plate frames and the ILNCRS 45",
anniversary stickers honoring this historic event! We are giving these both out
free to members at our events.

For those of you who attended our Kickoff and Membership Party this year,
thank you for attending. It was so nice to see so many of you. This year it was
held again at Moretti’s located in Bartlett. They have been hosting this event for
many years, and as usual they did not let us down. They provided great service
and of course the Pizza and appetizers were delicious. | am glad so many of you
were able to attend.

1 would also like to thank VTECH Corvette located in Rockford for hosting
our Technical Session held on March 5. With such nice weather and a new
location, we had a great turnout. It was a very informative event! Thank you to
Scott Lindee for arranging this event. Scott puts in a lot of time and effort
looking for new locations along with the job of our ILNCRS Editor. Nice job Scott!

Our next event coming up is our annual Chapter Event, held again this year
at Driscoll Motors in Pontiac IL. The date is May 19 - 20. This is our second year
in Pontiac. So, if you missed it last year, please put it on your calendar. Pontiac
offers many historic sites not to mention the downtown cruise night held on
Saturday evening. This is a sight to see, so many vintage cars! Please register
soon, as we are filling up quickly.

Many thanks to all the members and directors who make our Chapter exist
and make our activities possible. It is teamwork and friendship that make us
successful! AS>YEA

T 5\913-2023 R-\

I look forward to some nice weather and seeing all of you again!

Bill Braun- ILNCRS Chairman




CHAPTER OFFICERS & CONTACTS

Chairperson Technical Chairperson
Bill Braun Scott Lindee
billszo6@yahoo.com sal70It1@yahoo.com
Vice Chairperson Technical Co-Chairperson
Chester Kumm Jay Stahl
Retired2011Chet@gmail.com jay65184n03@aol.com
Secretary Historian

Carol Lindee Randy Merzdorf
carollindee@yahoo.com merzdorf@hotmail.com
Treasurer Activities Chairperson
Bob Kleckauskas Sue Braun
arrow1965@gmail.com billszo6@yahoo.com
Membership Chairperson Newsletter Editor

Ed Wodniakowski Scott Lindee
edwilncrs@aol.com sal70It1@yahoo.com
Judging Chairperson Website Coordinator
Jim Anderson Fritz Goetz
hdfl96@aol.com fhgoetz@aol.com
Assistant Judging Chairperson .

Gary Bosselman Chapter Website— www.ILNCRS.org
gbozz08@gmail.com

REMEMBER 1978???

Cost of a gallon of Gas 63 to 71 cents

1Lb.of Bacon  $1.20

Dozen Eggs 48 Cents

Radio Shack Tandy TRS80 Computer $399.00
8 Track Player $169.00

Land O Lakes Butter Lb. $1.33

New York Strip Steaks Lb. $2.39
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2023 ILNCRS & NCRS Calendar of Events

March 31-Apr. 1%t Indiana Chapter Spring Judging Meet
Roanoke, Indiana

April 14-15™.  Heartland Chapters Spring Meet
Stuart, lowa

April 28-29™. North Central Chapter Meet and School
Menomonie, Wisconsin

May 5-6"".  Wisconsin Chapter Meet
Reedsburg, Wisconsin

May 19-20". Illinois NCRS Chapter Meet
Driscoll Motors, Pontiac, lllinois

June 1-3¥,  Altoona Regional, Pittsburgh Chapter
Altoona, PA.

June 8-10".  North Central NCRS Regional
Rochester, MN

July 23-27%".  NCRS National Convention
French Lick, IN

Other Events

June 2-3".  Bloomington Gold
Bloomington, Illinois
July 29", Sharkfest Corvette Show
West Dundee, Illinois
Aug. 24-26™. Corvettes at Carlisle
Carlisle Pennsylvania
Nov. 18-19 Muscle Car and Corvette National
Rosemont, Illinois




Illinois Chapter NCRS
Spring Chapter Judging Meet
May 19th. & 20th. 2023

Pontiac, Illinois- Hampton Inn

Host Hotel & Check-in: Hampton Inn by Hilton
2000 Grand Prix Drive  Group code IL2
Pontiac, lllinois 61764 815-844-4400

5 Point Judqging Meeft

Operations: Friday May 19" 3 to 5 pm.
At Hampton Inn

Judqging School: Friday May 19" 5 to 6 pm.
At Hampton Inn

Flight Judging: Saturday May 20" 8 am.
At Driscoll Motor Co.
601 S. Newport Rd, ¥~ Mile awa pes GERTIFED
P 2 y p G © gmc
Awards: Saturday May 20th, Driscoll Motors
after Judg”‘]g and tabu|ati0n iS Comp|ete_ Your did it, done it, and still dealin’ dealer!

Judging Chairman: Jim Anderson, Gary Bosselman
Road Tour down 0ld Route 66,
Friday, Time T'BD e ————
Sportsman cars are welcome to attend
Trailer parking available at Hampton Inn

Museums
- Shopping
— Murals Jolly Trolley Tours
Trolley Tour to Downtown Pontiac Saturday

Register for the Chapter Meet on line at www. NCRS.ORG

Bring your own chairs
https://www.visitpontiac.org/2144/Things-To-Do



http://www.ncrs.org/

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Mark Lovelt Russ Harrelson
David Glass Rob Strieter
Chris Wiehle Michael Rohdenburg

khkkkkhhkhkkhhkhhhkhkhhhkhhkhkhhhkhhkhhkhkkhkhhhkhkkhkhhkhhhhhkhkkhkhhkhkkhkkkkkkkhikk

In Memoriam: Mike Tolar
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Thank You Driscoll Motors for hosting our
Illinois NCRS 2023 May Chapter Meet

D ax O mME
CHEVROLET BUICK W

Driscoll Motors

Your did it, done it, and still dealin’ dealer!
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Thank You Randy Merzdorf 45 Year Display Thank You Mike Piecyk 45'*. Anniversary Banner










March 5". ILNCRS Tech Session

TRAILING ARMS, DIFFERENTIALS, SUSPENSION PARTS










CERTIFIC |

MANY THANKS TO JIM MERVIS, Vtech Corvette, LLC




lllinois Chapter Newsletter — A Short History

By Randy Merzdorf, ILNCRS Historian

The lllinois Chapter of NCRS has been around since 1978 - one of the oldest chapters in NCRS. An
important aspect of any organization is communicating with its members, and our chapter has been
doing that for a long time as well. Digging through our archives you will find evidence of how this was
done.

Back in the formative years of NCRS, conventions were conducted by the founders of the
organization. At a meet in Rockford in the Fall of 1977, a decision was made to formulate rules for
affiliated NCRS chapters. As a result, Tim Partridge and Carl Strohm were appointed NCRS Chapter
coordinators.

The Spring of 1978 saw the beginnings of groups organizing as chapters. Announcement of the
chapter program was made in the very first issue of the NCRS Driveline, and there was mention of
five chapters already organizing.

Our first communication happened before we were even a chapter. Tim and Carl received a list of
NCRS members living in lllinois, and prepared a mailing to outline chapter objectives, provide an
organizing meeting agenda, and to invite people to join the new chapter.

The organizing meeting was held May 215, 1978, where nineteen family members signed the original
charter. In a few more months, the membership number jumped to 40. There were formal minutes of
the meeting discussion distributed to the attendees. We are fortunate to have a copy of these
minutes in our on-line archives that you can view.

The first official chapter newsletter — named ‘The lllinois Chapter Speaker’ — was mailed in the Fall of
1978 and was a report of the first lllinois Chapter meet held at the Rolling Meadows Holiday Inn from
September 22-24" by Tim and Carl. This historic item is also available for you on-line.

This first newsletter set the tone for the coming years, as the primary purpose became to publicize
and then recap the activities of those events. The newsletter time was based on the events schedule
and not the calendar.

The newsletter responsibilities in the 1980’s next passed to chapter chairman Paul Nicholson. While
the content was similar, there was an effort to publish at least one newsletter quarterly, starting with
the Spring issue. During this period, the newsletter was known as ‘Rat Rumbles’ and then ‘Off Road’
— the name that is used today.

Starting in 1990, Gary Bosselman took over the newsletter duties until early 1995 when the next
editor became Helene Zasadny. Other editors have included Kim Scafide, Ryan Garrett and Tina
Reeland, and currently Scott Lindee.

The 3" quarter 2011 newsletter during Kim’s tenure saw the transition from paper to electronic
distribution — a big change in technology that we probably take for granted.

While some things have changed over the years, the purpose of the newsletter has not changed —
provide chapter members information on their club’s activities and invite their participation in them.

One last thing to keep in mind — the purpose of the newsletter editor is not to write the newsletter — he
or she is taking material provided by others and arranging in a format to fit the pages.

So please support your chapter newsletter editor by providing photos and articles that you think would
benefit your fellow members.

Let’s keep the newsletter going for another 45 years!
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MEET REPORT
By Carl Strohm

On September 22, 23, and 24, 1978, our Chapter held its first major
meet. The location was in Rolling Meadows, I1linois, a far northwest
suburb of Chicago. The host motel for the meet was the Rolling Meadows
Holiday Inn which was supposed to be a Holidome center by the time our
meet was scheduled, but the finishing touch was not complete due to
problems with construction. Our apologies to those who came expecting
more recreational facilities.

In spite of Holidome problems, the meet had a well rounded schedule of
activities. In fact, we now wonder how anyone could have used the
facilities as the following schedule indicates.

Friday: Slide Show
Sales Promotion Filmstrip
Literature Display

Saturday: Parts Swap
Ladies Shopping Tour of Long Grove
Judging of Cars
Tech Session
I1Tinois Chapter Meeting
NCRS National Officers Board Meeting
Awards Banquet

Sunday: Photo Session

The meet officially started at 5:00 P.M. on Friday as per schedule.
Friday evening provided many people an opportunity to view the slides of
the 53 Corvette Assembly Process, some interesting prototype and show
cars, and slides of various Corvette related items. Al1 of these slides
came from GM files and were presented by John Amgwert and Noland Adams.
In addition, the interesting and almost comically amusing filmstrips of
how to sell the 1954 Corvette were shown.

After the slide shows were over, the group of approximately 30 to 35
people adjourned to an adjacent room where laid out for their informa-
tion and viewing pleasure was Corvette literature from the collections
of Jerry Lange of Bloomington, I11inois and Al Fierke of Willow Springs,
ITlinois.

Saturday morning dawned early with more
people in attendance than anticipated.
For the size of meet staged, the parts
swapper and purchaser turn out was ex-
cellent with many good bargains to be
had. In addition to private vendors,
we also had commercial vendors in at-
tendance. Available merchandise ran
from parts to literature to accessories.
As the parts swapping activities con-
tinued, 18 cars were being cleaned and 3
prepped for the judging segment of the meet.
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At 10:30 A.M., two Suburban loads of Tadies departed for the ladies
shopping tour of Long Grove, I11inois. For those not familiar with it,
Long Grove is a picturesque recreation of an early 1900's rural shopping
village. Many of the merchants there offer period items for sale.

While the shopping tour was in progress, the judging of the cars com-
menced. .

NCRS judging sheets were used exactly as printed. The judges were
instructed not to turn the judging procedure into a witch hunt for
correct screws, etc. Also, in instances where there was doubt on the

‘ judge's part, the judge was to award the benefit of the doubt to the

f owner. In addition to fair judging of the cars, the judges were in-

‘ structed to discuss the areas of point deduction with the car owners so
as to achieve an equitable understanding of the incorrectness of the car
and the purpose of the judgin; process. As the judging of the cars came
to a halt at about 3:00 P.M., the scheduled tech session began.

For this portion of the meet, something new was tried out. Instead of
having a "tech panel" answering questions from the audience, all those
in attendance at the tech session arranged their chairs in a circular
fashion. What followed was more active discussion between participants
regarding thoughts, ideas, problems, solutions, and authenticity of the
cars. Also, Dr. Ed Guardjian previewed a series of articles he is
writing for the Restorer regarding gas cap and ignition system radio
shielding application authenticity. (From the feedback we've received,
it seems everyone in attendance liked this format for the tech session.)

e o vl o T e T

PR T R

In an attempt to stay on the meet schedule, the tech session was con-
cluded and the I11inois Chapter Business Meeting started. During the
course of the meeting, it was pointed out that we still need to form-
ulate a set of working bylaws for submission to the national NCRS board
of directors. The bylaws will be formulated over the winter and sent in
after the next I1linois Chapter Meeting where we hope to have them
approved. Plans were made to tentatively schedule a meet sometime
shortly into the new year. This would be a single day meet somewhere in
central I1linois. We adjourned the I11inois Chpater Business Meeting at
5:15 P.M.
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At 6:30 P.M., our awards banquet program started with cocktails until
7:30 P.M. Those in attendance sat down to a butt steak dinner and no
doubt some Corvette discussion. What happened next - I am sure no one
was ready for and that was Dr. Hans Adolf Heinrich, our guest speaker.
Dr. Heinrich enlightened the audience on his views of the environment
and the use of energy and natural resources. (This sounds a little
"heavy" to you I am sure if you were not there to hear it. Just ask
about Dr. Heinrich's talk if you know someone who was there to hear it!)

At the conclusion of our guest speaker's
remarks, Charlie Saganek from Trenton,
Michigan, who acted as Chief Judge, and Zgiw
Tim Partridge passed out the concours @

awards.

ILLINOIS CHAPTER N.C.R.S. MEET AWARDS
FLIGHT AWARDS

DIVISION OWNER MODEL-YEAR FLIGHT AWARDS
53-55 Tom Essig 1954 Top Flight
53-55 Merv Phillips 1954 Top Flight
53-55 Charles Saganek 1954 Top Flight
58-60 Tim Partridge 1958 2nd Flight
58-60 Emerson Roderich 1960 2nd Flight
61-62 Fred Bartemeyer 1961 Top Flight
61-62 Tom Dietrich 1962 2nd Flight
6162 Curtiss Gifford 1962 2nd Flight
61-62 Roger Mocnider 1962 Top Flight
61-62 Dale Stamm 1962 2nd Flight
63-64 Coupe James Krughoff 1963 Top Flight
63-64 Coupe Don Schweisthal 1964 2nd Flight
65-67 Coupe Joseph Steffensmeir 1965 3rd Flight
65-67 Conv. Ronald Anschuetz 1966 2nd Flight
65-67 Conv., Raymond Gast 1966 3rd Flight

Note: Judging results are published with each division listed in alphabetical order.
HIGH POINT AWARDS

53-55 Charlie Saganek 63-64 Coupe James Krughoff
58-60 Emerson Roderich 65-67 Coupe Joseph Steffensmeir
61-62 Roger Macnider 65-67 Conv., Ronald Anschuetz

We then adjourned to the Chapter's hospitality suite for cocktails and
an opportunity to get better acquainted with the new faces seen at our
first meet.

Reflecting on the weekend's activities, I wish to thank John Amgwert and
Noland Adams for bring their slides and film strips, to Al Fierke and
Jerry Lang for bringing their literature collections, to those who
brought parts to vend, to those who brought cars to judge, to the fol-
lowing judges: Chief Judge Charlie Saganek; Judging Coordinator Carl
Strohm; 1953-55 John Hamilton and Tim Partridge; 1956-57 no entries;
1958-60 Charlie Saganek and Carl Strohm; 1961-62 Ado1f Hammer-Huber

and Terry Driscoll; 1963-64 Phil Gunsul and Ron Dembrowski; and, 1965-
67 Don Schweistal and Rich Zelasko - and in general, to all those who
helped make our meet the success that it was.
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WATCH Your MAIL FOR oUR NEXT
MEETING IN MARCH.

*i*ﬁ**’#il*’*.i

*ANYONE WANT TO PLAN A CHAPTER MEETING
OR EVENT? CARL AND I WILL BE GLAD TO
HELP,

JuNe, 1978-OctoBer, 31, 1978 - FINANCIAL STATEMENT
PREPARED BY CARL ZVER, TREASURER

INcoME $ 530.00

Dues 1.267.00

FaLL CHAPTER MEET $1,797.00
EXPENSES $1,402.76
FaLL CHAaPTER MeeT  $1.,402.76
CHECK PRINTING 3.49
MaILING 31.50

$1.437,75

$ 359,25

HAVE A MERRY CHRISTMAS
AND
A HAPPY NEW YEAR




from the orderly desk of TIM PARTRIDGE

*WORK IS IN PROGRESS TO HAVE CHAPTER
BYLAWS READY FOR REVIEW AT OUR MARCH

MEETING.

*] wouLD APPRECIATE ARTICLES. WANTED.
FOR SALE, AND ITEMS FOR TRADE FOR

ruTurRe SPEAKERS.

*YOUR MAILING LABEL IS COMPUTER PRODUCED
AND HAS YOUR MEMBERSHIP EXPIRATION ON
1T. WE WILL MAIL ONE RENEWAL NOTICE
ONLY.

I'd rather
give youlmy




What do you mean, “practical”’?

The Corvette is not a “practica]” car . . . any more
than a sailboat is practical, or a thoroughbred horse,
or a pair of skis. It is a sports car, and by its size and
nature it is limited to a select group of motorists.

But if you are one of these, and one to whom the
art of driving is a source of delight and an exhilarating
test of skill . . . then the Corvette becomes a very
practical car indeed!

For what is more practical than a car that trans-
forms mere transportation into adventure and puts into
the hands of a good pilot the most joyous, responsive,
accurate road machine he has ever known?

What is extravagant about a car that rewards its
owner throughout every minute with rock-solid sta-
bility . . . that clings to the pavement like a postage
stamp, with razor-sharp 16-to-1 steering ratio and the
firecracker reflexes of a polo pony?

What suits the expert driver befter than a deep
bucket seat, a man-size steering wheel, and, underfoot,
the fantastic surge of the Corvette’s new 195 horse-
power V8 engine—or the crackling 155 horsepower
of the triple-carburetor “Blue-Flame” six? What else
lifts his heart like the cream-smooth thrust of the
special Powerglide transmission, the beartrap grip of
the Corvette’s husky 1l-inch brakes?

For such a driver the Corvette is no extravagance.
It is an investment in excitement . . . and one that
pays off, every day, in the pure gold coin of pleasure.

If you really enjoy driving, we sincerely urge you to
spend an hour at the wheel of a Corvette. There is
no other way of discovering the wonderful feeling of
exultation a Corvette can give you . . . and keep giving
you! Your Chevrolet dealer will be glad to arrange a
demonstration. Why not see him soon? . . . Chevrolet
Division of General Motors, Detroit 2, Michigan.

) CHEVROLET CORVETTE
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Website: Email:
www.mwalshagency.com mwalsh@amfam.com

YOUR DREAM CAR EVOLVES.
YOUR COVERAGE SHOULD T0O.

Your car is as much a means of reaching
your dreams as it is a dream itself.

I'm here to help protect it at every turn.
Contact me to find out how | can help protect
your dream car.

Marty Walsh Agency N

In Customer Experience

U 'NSURANCE P

(630) 893-1461

1953-82 GIIIWI:'ITE WIIIING & ElEGTIIIBAl PRODUCTS:

‘m Brand New m Concours Quality m Made to the original GM queprmt specifications

W/%ffm

FACTORY ORIGRIAL AUTOMOTIVE WIRING ——

‘ connscr




D&M Corvette Specialists, Ltd.
1804 Ogden Ave. ¢ Downers Grove IL 60515

Q 630-968-0031
7)) www.dmcorvette.com
3
(} 4 S SALES ¢ SERVICE ¢ BODY SHOP ¢ PARTS
Lst Serving the Corvette community since 1984
Sales Featuring low mile, quality Corvettes, Classics, Street Rods, and Muscle Cars.
Service Our trained technicians can service your Corvette whetherit’sa1953 ora

2023! We can service any Street Rod, classic or high performance vehicle. We
have completed many Restorations, including one for GM.

Body Shop  In addition to expert collision repair for Corvettes and classic cars of all years,
our Body Shop has recently become Hagerty approved for Insurance Repairs.
Our Award-Winning paintwork, show detailing and late-model enhancements
are second to none.

4 L

Viech corvelte,,

\_ J

Vtech Corvette provides complete C2 and C3 Corvette restoration. Our
suspension and restoration shop is your best source for quick and reliable
service. Vtech Corvette provides rebuilds of Corvette trailing arms, wheel

bearings, rear ends (differentials) control arms. Our service work is
guaranteed. We care about the passion you have for your Corvette.

Vtech Corvette, LLC
WWW.VTECHCORVETTE.COM

4871 Hydraulic Road. Rockford, Il. 61109 815-262-1681 jmervis@vtechcorvette.com




WANTED TO BUY
1970-1997 Used Rocker Panels
Ed. W. 847=-903=-347.3 edw06didaol.com

Since 1983.

Anniversary Open House Cruise

Come out and visit Melrose T-Top
International and help us celebrate
40 years in the Corvette Industry

June 17th 2023

Location: Melrose T-Top Int.
100 W Ellwalk Ave
Cortland, IL 60112

Time: Noon-3pm

All vehicles welcome * Beverages & Snacks provided



mailto:edw0674@aol.com

T-Shirt for the North Central Regional
Whether you believe all Corvettes are red or not, there was one person who was born and lived
in Minnesota who did. Prince built a life for himself through his music and countless fans who
were drawn to him. His style and music set him apart in the annals of music history as one of
the greatest artists of all time.
For the 2023 Regional being held in Rochester, MN, the North Central Chapter has obtained
special permission for the use his likeness on the T-shirt for the event.
Whether you are coming to the Regional or not, the
shirts are available for purchase directly through
the North Central Chapter. All shirts will be ordered
at the same time just prior to the June, 2023 Regional.
If you are coming to the event, the shirts are available
there through the normal registration process.
If you are NOT coming to the event but want

this special shirt anyway, please contact Lyn Miles at:
lyns58vette@yahoo.com

The price of the shirt is $20 ($22 for XXL and $23 for XXXL).

Some old memories
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